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Venice Presbyterian Church 
Covid-19 Re-open Plan
Philippians 4:4-7 4 Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.
We have heard this scripture after every Wednesday update, during worship, 
and ending many prayers. God’s goodness is near. As we begin to reopen our 
doors to our community we are reminded of how important corporate worship 
is to our souls. God chose this type of weekly celebration not by accident, but 
to be a community of believers celebrating together kingdom life.
The State of Florida plans to reopen in three phases.
Phase One: Strict social distancing guidelines will remain in place. People 

are encouraged to wear masks in public. Vulnerable individuals* 
should continue to shelter in place. Group of 10 or less may gather 
if social distancing is respected.

Phase Two: Moderate social distancing guidelines will be in effect. Vulnerable 
individuals* should remain sheltered in place. Groups of 50 or less 
may gather if social distancing is respected.

Phase Three: Vulnerable individuals* may resume activity with precautions. 
Low-risk individuals should consider minimizing time spent in 
crowded environments.

Phased reopening is based upon:
Symptoms: Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses or covid-19 like 

syndromic cases reported
Cases: Downward trajectory of documented cases for 14 days or down-

ward trajectory of positive tests as a total tests for 14 days
Hospitals: Treat all patient without crisis cases AND robust testing program in 

place for at-risk healthcare workers, including emerging anti body 
testing.

*Vulnerable individuals – elderly individuals, individuals with underlying health 
conditions, including high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, 
obesity, asthma, and those whose immune system is compromised such as 
a by chemotherapy for cancer and other conditions requiring such therapy 
(Information from whitehouse.gov)



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 3

V
en

ic
e 

Pr
es

by
te

ri
an

 C
hu

rc
h 

C
ov

id
-1

9 
R

e-
op

en
 P

la
n 

 
N

at
io

nw
id

e 
Fe

at
ur

es
 

Ph
as

e 
O

ne
 

Ph
as

e 
T

w
o 

Ph
as

e 
T

hr
ee

 
N

or
m

al
 O

pe
ra

ti
on

 

So
cia

l D
ist

an
cin

g 
St

ric
t  

M
od

er
at

e 
– 

m
or

e 
fre

ed
om

 
to

 g
at

he
r w

ith
 c

au
tio

n 
Li

m
ite

d 
– 

Fr
ee

do
m

 to
 g

at
he

r 
w

ith
 c

au
tio

n 
N

or
m

al
 

 
Vu

ln
era

ble
 P

op
ul

ati
on

s*
 

St
ay

 H
om

e 
St

ay
 H

om
e 

M
od

er
at

e 
D

ist
an

ci
ng

 
R

eq
ui

re
d 

D
isc

re
tio

na
ry

 

M
ax

 G
rou

ps
/C

row
ds

 
10

 
50

 
N

o 
Si

ze
 L

im
its

/U
se

 
D

isc
re

tio
n 

 

N
o 

Si
ze

 L
im

its
 

  D
at

es
 o

f e
ac

h 
ph

as
e 

op
en

in
g 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 b

y 
Fl

or
id

a/
N

at
io

na
l g

ui
de

lin
es

, p
ra

ye
r,

 a
nd

 G
od

’s
 le

ad
in

g 

VP
C

 R
es

po
ns

e 
Ph

as
e 

O
ne

 
Ph

as
e 

T
w

o 
Ph

as
e 

T
hr

ee
 

N
or

m
al

 O
pe

ra
ti

on
 

Su
nd

ay
 W

ors
hip

 S
erv

ice
s 

O
nl

in
e 

O
nl

y 
O

nl
in

e 
O

nl
y 

G
at

he
r w

ith
 c

au
tio

n 
R

eg
ul

ar
 S

ch
ed

ul
e/

O
nl

in
e 

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 C
om

mu
ni

on
 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l 

R
eg

ul
ar

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 
Li

fe 
Gr

ou
ps

 
O

nl
in

e 
O

nl
y 

O
nl

in
e 

O
nl

y 
R

eg
ul

ar
 S

ch
ed

ul
e/

O
nl

in
e 

R
eg

ul
ar

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 
Ch

ild
ren

’s 
Pr

og
ra

ms
 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l 

R
ei

ns
ta

te
 –

 w
ith

 c
au

tio
n 

R
eg

ul
ar

 

Yo
ut

h 
Pr

og
ra

ms
 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l 

R
ei

ns
ta

te
 –

 w
ith

 c
au

tio
n 

R
eg

ul
ar

 
Of

fic
e V

olu
nt

eer
s 

Li
m

ite
d 

O
pe

ra
tio

n 
Li

m
ite

d 
O

pe
ra

tio
n 

 
N

or
m

al
 O

pe
ra

tio
n 

N
or

m
al

 O
pe

ra
tio

n 
 

Ch
oir

 
C

an
ce

l 
C

an
ce

l 
R

ei
ns

ta
te

 w
ith

 c
au

tio
n 

R
eg

ul
ar

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 
M

in
ist

ry 
Ev

en
ts 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l d

ue
 to

 v
ul

ne
ra

bl
e 

co
ng

re
ga

tio
n 

So
m

e 
ev

en
ts 

m
ay

 re
tu

rn
 to

 
no

rm
al

 
N

or
m

al
 O

pe
ra

tio
n 

  
 

Sp
eci

al 
Se

rvi
ces

 
(M

em
ori

als
, W

ed
din

gs)
  

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l d

ue
 to

 v
ul

ne
ra

bl
e 

co
ng

re
ga

tio
n 

 
R

es
um

e 
m

em
or

ia
l s

er
vi

ce
s 

w
ith

ou
t r

ec
ep

tio
ns

 
A

s S
ch

ed
ul

ed
 

Gl
as

s H
ou

se 
Co

ffe
e C

afé
 

C
lo

se
d 

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
R

ei
ns

ta
te

 w
ith

 C
au

tio
n 

 
Ou

tsi
de

 G
rou

ps
 

(N
on

-V
PC

) 

C
an

ce
l 

C
an

ce
l 

Sm
al

l g
ro

up
s w

ith
 su

ffi
ci

en
t 

tim
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

sc
he

du
le

d 
ro

om
s –

 n
o 

fo
od

 

T
BD

 



4 www.venicepres.org 

Thank you for participating in 
our survey. Here is what you said 
regarding the re-opening of the 
church. 

2020 Venice 
Presbyterian Church 
Re-Open Survey 
Results
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Monthly Mission Partners you May have Missed!

March Mission Partner, Day 4 Hope

More than 130 children in the Venice 
area are homeless. They don’t have a 
nice home, can’t visit a fine restaurant, 
or have travel possibilities. They live 
in a car, motel or homeless camp. 
They dine on scraps or fast food. 
They travel by bike or walk since 
they don’t have any other means of 
travel. Their clothes are not clean 
or new but hand-me-downs or from 
Goodwill. They’re not able to wash in 
a nice bathroom. And more than 1,000 
people continue to move to Florida 
every day, some of whom are in these 
same circumstances.
For the last four years, VPC with Day 
4 Hope, has sponsored approximately 
120 homeless children per year to 
prepare them to return to school 
with new clothes, new shoes, haircut, 
medical exam, eye exam, dental exam, 
new backpack filled with school 
supplies, books, hygiene products and 
groceries for them and their family – 
all at no cost to the child or family.

Hope 4 Communities and Day 4 Hope 
started in 2010, serving 250 children 
in Sarasota. Last year VPC served 116 
children from four schools: Venice 
Elementary, Garden Elementary, Laurel 
Nokomis Elementary, and Taylor 
Ranch Elementary. Countywide, 2,865 
children were served. This year we 
hope to serve 130 children here at 
VPC and over 3,000 county-wide. VPC 
will serve homeless children from 
eight schools, the same four from 
last year plus Englewood Elementary, 
Sky Academy Venice, Sky Academy 
Englewood and the Montessori school 
on Pinebrook.
Contact Fred Gossman 
fredandcindy89@gmail.com
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Day 4 Hope, July 25, 9 AM - 2 PM
How do you accomplish a Day 4 Hope to serve 125 children and their families 
and maintain healthy distancing and not touch the kids? You cannot! COVID-19 
has totally changed the way we will accomplish Day 4 Hope this year: a drive-
through only with no touching and healthy distancing. Plus, in communicating 
with the school counselors the need has radically grown from last year where 
we served about 125 kids, this year we will serve 215 kids.
Because of COVID-19, we have had to reduce the process to the basics, which 
means we will provide only the backpack full of school supplies, care bag 
with hygiene products and hopefully groceries from 
All Faiths Foodbank and fruit and vegetables from 
Detwiler’s, plus three gift cards (for clothes and 
shoes) per child. We have created a safety protocol 
to protect the team members from the vehicle 
occupants picking up the supplies and between team 
members. Since the event will happen on July 25th, a 
hot humid day, between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM, we are 
asking for help from the teenagers to carry the goods 
to the cars. We will continue to show God’s love and 
care for those less fortunate and your generosity has 
created the funds to accomplish this event. 
Also, our friends at Grace United Methodist Church 
have stepped up to sponsor children again this year. 
Please pray for the Day 4 Hope team as we make 
final preparations.

Thank you for your love for the kids,
Fred Gossman

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
A Special Gift of Love 
will be offered on Day 4 
Hope to the children as 
they prepare to return 
to school this fall.
We would love to offer 
200 student masks 
as they receive their 
backpacks and supplies 
at VPC. 
You can help by sewing, 
donating fabric, or 
purchasing masks.
Please contact Sheryl 
Morford 412-612-0515 
for details. 
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April Mission Partner, Laurel Civic Association

Laurel Civic began 
50 years ago to 
represent the needs 
of the Nokomis-Laurel 
community by providing  
innovative and vital 
programming resources 
for residents in Sarasota 
county, primarily to 
low income and at-risk 
children and their 
families.
Our programs make 
an impact to reduce 
food insecurity, prevent 
homelessness with 
rental and utility assis-
tance, promote equal 
educational opportu-
nities for children and 
provide safe supervised 
care after school and 
in the summer. We help 
the children and families 
we serve through 
programs that educate, 
provide positive social 
interactions, and lead to 
self-sufficiency.
Each year, Laurel Civic 
programs provide 
services to more than 
1,000 adults and 500 
children. 

EMPOWERING YOUTH 
PROGRAM includes:
• After-School Home-

work Assistance 
• Earning by Learning 

Summer Reading 
Program 

• Teen Empowerment 
• Kid’s Cafe 
We provide services 
to prevent hunger and 
homelessness and 
work to empower and 
support families to 
enhance skills that lead 
to self-sufficiency.
ADULT PROGRAM 
includes:
• USDA Food Distribu-

tion (3rd Wednesday 
of each month) 

• LIHEAP Intake, Assis-
tance for low income 
families with heat and 
energy bills

• SEASON OF SHARING, 
Application intake for 
assistance with rent 
and mortgages as well 
as youth and summer 
camp scholarships

• ACCESS Partner, 
Computer access to 
the Department of 
Children & Families 
to apply or update 
applications for food 
stamps, Temporary 
Cash Assistance, and 
Medicaid

Laurel Civic also 
responds to communi-
ty-wide needs when they 
develop:
• COVID-19 Response 
• Hurricane Assistance 
• Community Devel-

opment – Neighbors 
helping neighbors 
through community 
clean-ups, volunteer 
opportunities, and 
social interactions 
promotes good 
citizenship and 
encourages making 
positive changes in the 
community.

By addressing short-
and- long term needs, 
we help people meet 
the challenges that 
arise from living on the 
margins.
Contact Tom Hoffman 
for more information, 
hoffmant1994@gmail.com 
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May Mission Partner, Agape Flights

Agape Flights mission 
is to provide excellent 
aviation service 
delivering cargo, mail 
and humanitarian aid 
to missionary partners 
serving Christ, carrying 
hope to the nations of 
the Caribbean.
Nearly 20 million people 
live in the areas regularly 
reached by Agape’s 
flights to Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic and 
the Bahamas. More than 
350 missionary families 
rely on Agape Flights to 
transport the mail and 
supplies they need while 
living and working on 
the mission field in Haiti, 
the Dominican Republic, 
and the Bahamas. Agape 
Flights is an important 
state side connection 
for missionaries — by 
serving as their “home” 
address, by providing 
dependable mail 

service and the person-
alized cargo service the 
missionaries need.
Agape Flights also deliv-
ers humanitarian aid 
and religious supplies 
into Cuba via the Cuban 
Council of Churches and 
expedites relief supplies 
during disasters and 
emergencies.
Agape’s affiliated 
missionary partners 
meet the plane and 
serve as the distribution 
network on the ground 
to ensure provisions 
reach their intended 
destination — orphan-
ages, medical clinics, 
hospitals, schools and 
churches. In the hands 
of missionaries, building 
supplies become homes, 
churches and schools. 
A water pump provides 
clean water for an entire 
community. Bibles and 

teaching materials 
become resources 
for discipleship. And 
medical supplies save 
lives.
Agape Flights receives 
and distributes supplies 
through the missionaries 
and their ministries: 
medicine, medical 
supplies, nutritional 
supplements, Bibles, 
school and office 
supplies, building 
materials and other 
needed items. Agape 
Flights also speeds relief 
supplies during disasters 
and emergencies.
Weekly mission flights 
are fueled through the 
generosity of our donors.
When you support Agape 
Flights, you’re investing 
in the Kingdom ministry 
of more than 350 
missionary families. 
www.agapeflights.com
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June Mission 
Partner, Habitat 
for Humanity
Habitat South Sarasota is 
part of a global, nonprofit 
housing organization 
operating on Christian 
principles that seeks 
to put God's love into 
action by bringing 
people together to build 
homes, communities, 
and hope. 
Habitat for Humanity 
offers the dream of 
home ownership to 
those who would 
otherwise not be able 
to afford a home of 
their own. The new 
homeowners actually 
help build the house 
alongside many 
dedicated volunteers in 
the community. Habitat 
sells the house to the 
homeowner at cost and 
finances the mortgage at 
a zero interest rate.
Habitat for Humanity 
South Sarasota County, 
Inc. is part of a global, 
nonprofit housing 
organization operating 
on Christian principles 
that seeks to put God’s 
love into action by 
bringing people together 
to build homes, commu-
nities and hope. Habitat 
for Humanity builds 
affordable homes for 
low-income partners in 
South Sarasota County. 
Since 1992 they have 

rehabilitated and/or built 
over 100 homes, housing 
over 325 local residents 
with over 200 of them 
being children.
Habitat South Sarasota 
partner families work 
side by side with 
community volunteers 
for a required 300 "sweat 
equity" hours to build 
safe, decent affordable 
houses. They must 
attend 8 two-and-a-half 
hour homeowner classes 
and 1 eight-hour HUD 
certified "First Time 
Homebuyer Workshop". 
Individuals become 
homeowners through 
our program reducing 
their dependence on 
community, social and 
financial 
services. 
These are 
substantial 
benefits for 
those indi-
viduals and 
particularly 
positive for 
the next 
generation.
Every year, 
Habitat for 

Humanity Sarasota 
relies on more than 800 
volunteers to support 
our mission. Volunteers 
help keep the homes 
affordable for qualified 
homebuyers. It is our 
goal to help you find the 
volunteer assignment 
that best suits your 
skills, interests, and 
schedule.
Volunteer on the 
construction of a new 
home or help with a 
home renovation. A 
half-day commitment 
(7:30 am – 12:00 pm) 
is required and we build 
on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday each week. 
Weekday volunteers are 
our greatest need. Must 
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The mission of the Community Assistance 
Ministry (C.A.M.) is to meet the urgent needs of 
the residents of Venice and Nokomis, FL and the 
homeless, with dignity and respect. Many of those 
served find themselves in the situation of having 
to decide between paying rent or putting food on 
the table for their family.  Through food donations 
from the community, church members, and various 
“food partners” from whom we purchase food at a 
discount, we do what we can to make their choice a 
little easier.
C.A.M. also believes that the spiritual and emotional 
needs of their guests must be met, as well as the 
physical. To help meet these needs they have 
Stephen Ministers on site to offer prayer, support, 
and counseling.
C.A.M. provides the indigent in our area with a place 
they can come to that is safe and offers fellowship 
and a sense of community. They are treated with 
dignity and respect, are given a hot lunch, food 
to take home and an opportunity to interact in a 
meaningful way with Stephen Ministers.
C.A.M. provides a hot lunch Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, as well as food to take home (enough to 
prepare 3 meals a day for 9 days). As well as limited 
financial assistance when available.
C.A.M. is manned by numerous dedicated and 
compassionate individuals who give freely of their 
time each week. With only one part time paid staff 
member it is essential to have committed volun-
teers.  There are volunteer positions for everyone 
who wants to serve.
Volunteer-need: summer volunteers and ongoing 
help in Stephen Ministry and Veggie Spouts truck.
Annual, Bi-Annual or regular events, trips or fund-
raisers for this mission
• Distribute 1600 Turkeys for Thanksgiving
• Distributes Christmas Toys to 134 families
• Postal Carriers’ food drive
• Brush with Kindness
• Day4Hope

www.trinitypc.org

July Mission Partner, C.A.M.
be at least 16 years old 
to volunteer on a build 
site.
Volunteering is a great 
way to have fun, meet 
and make new friends, 
and get involved in your 
community and Habitat 
has many opportunities 
to help find the right 
volunteering fit for you.
Construction
Volunteers needed, 
skilled or unskilled in 
various phases of home 
building.
Office Work
If you would like to 
assist in the office, we 
are frequently in need of 
volunteers for handling 
phones, mail, data entry 
and other clerical duties
Restore
We are in need of 
volunteers as cashiers, 
sales help, prep help and 
stock help.
Committee member 
We are always looking 
for help on our various 
committees that support 
the Habitat mission.
Mission Contacts
Christina McCauley 
cmccauley@HabitatSouthSara-
sota.org

National 
www.habitat.org
Local 
www.habitatsouthsara-
sota.org
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The Center of Hope assists those in need — the 
homeless, veterans, single-parent families, the elderly, 
the working poor — by providing a variety of services 
to help improve the health and economic conditions 
in our community. Center of Hope is one of 6 entry 
points throughout Sarasota and Manatee counties 
to provide clothing, housing, and fellowship for the 
homeless community.
• Backpacks
• Bicycles
• Birth Certificates
• Blankets
• Daily Bus Passes
• Clothing
• Counseling Referrals
• Mom’s Morning Out 

(Day Care)
• Dental Referral
• Dress for Success
• FPL Financial 

Assistance

• Food Stamps/ 
Medicaid

• Perishable and Non- 
Perishable

• Eye Referrals
• Health Clinics
• Hygiene Products 

Information/
• References
• Legal IDs
• Non-Prescription 

Items
• Resume Services

• School Supplies
• Season of Share
• Applications:
• 99 Help with Water,
• FPL, and Rent
• Assistance

For more information, contact Christine Hart, 
hart34223@gmail.com

August Mission Partner, Center of Hope

We are guessing your 
change is over-flowing in 
your 3 Cents-a-Meal con-
tainers...no worries! You 
can use any container to 
save your change. Simply 
drop your coins in any old 
bag or container! Save 
up and when we gather 
together we anticipate a 
wide variety of containers 
busting at the seams with 
God's bounty. Thank you 
for keeping 3 Cents-a-Meal 
in the forefront of your 
hearts!

Contact Christine Hart, 
hart34223@gmail.com

3 Cents-a-Meal
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Greetings, church 
family!
While many aspects of 
church life are in a lull 
during quarantine, the 
A/V booth has been a 
busy place! Our live-
stream is top notch and 
we have worked hard to 
get it there! However, I’m 
sure you noticed some 
of the technical difficul-
ties we have had through 
the end of May. I can 
assure you that the staff 
is working together as 
a team to bring Sunday 
worship, devotions, and 
musical selections to 
you regularly.
We have made improve-
ments in the software 
that we are using. I am 
excited about the many 
new features that are 
included with this new 
technology. I know it 
seems commonplace 
now, but the lyrics and 
titles that are layered 
over the service videos 
were added as we began 

the COVID shutdown. 
When you arrive back 
on campus, you’ll notice 
that we are able to 
control our displays 
as well as having text 
on the live video feed 
online.
Another struggle that 
we have been working 
to overcome is our 
internet connection in 
the sanctuary. We made 
improvements over 
much of the campus 
this past year, but didn’t 
bring our fastest speeds 
to the sanctuary. With 
our new software and 
increased streaming, we 
desperately needed the 
best internet on our com-
puters that are bringing 
you each week’s service. 
This is something that 
was fixed right away and 
was further rectified by 
adding physical cabling; 
so there is more reliable 
internet speed powering 
our most important 
machines.

As Pastor Chris 
mentioned recently, we 
have been recording 
our services during the 
week and playing them 
for you on Sundays. This 
is to ensure that you 
have the most reliable 
service possible. We will 
continue to do this until 
we are confident in the 
internet and technology 
in the sanctuary.
The A/V team and I have 
been learning so much 
as we troubleshoot to 
make sure you can see 
and hear our Pastoral 
team each week! Please 
join us in praying for 
smooth services and 
technology that works 
just as it’s supposed 
to. Also, pray that the 
Lord protects the church 
grounds from lightning 
during this season in 
which it can wreak so 
much havoc. Thank you 
for your patience as we 
have adapted to a very 
different focus for our 
worship services and 
continued prayer as we, 
Lord willing, transition 
back to running services 
back on campus soon.
In His Service,
Genna Sarikoki

A/V 
Update
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Spiritual Zoom!

Thursday Prayer Session with Pastor Chris
Join in this Zoom prayer session during the quarantine. This is a live, interactive 
session where you can talk with Pastor Chris. Go to www.venicepres.org to join.

• Look at the week 
ahead

• Get acquainted.
• Prepare our hearts 

for worship
• Go to 

www.venicepres.org 
to join

Join us for our Sunday Morning Virtual Coffee Hour
Sunday at 9:15am

Join us Sunday Morning at 10am for our Online Worship 
Service until we can meet again in person.

You can find us at www.venicepres.org or our Youtube Channel: 
Venice Presbyterian Church
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Music and the Word
Join Jamal, Fridays at 1:00pm for Music and the Word. In spirit, we will join 
Jamal around the piano to sing some of our favorite hymns and worship 
choruses. We will also hear Jamal read words of encouragement from the 
inspired Word of God. This extended time of worship is sure to refresh your 
spirit. Go to www.venicepres.org to join.

He who sings prays twice. - St. Augustine

Thank you for your continued support during the quarantine.
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How have you been blessed 
during this time?
Your responses.
We know this has been a scary time 
but we also know that God does not 
abandon us. We asked in our recent 
emails to have you share how God has 
blessed you during COVID 19 pandemic 
and subsequent quarentine. Here are 
some of your responses, names have 
been omitted for privacy. Thank you for 
your contributions.

We have been Blessed to be 
deemed an essential business 

here in a difficult state, 
Illinois...Our business has 
been doing surprisingly well 
during these difficult times. 

Praise be to God!

During this changing time, God has 
directed my steps to reach out to 
others in my neighborhood, the 
church, and CAM. God lead me to find 
a source of hand made face masks 
for the volunteers at CAM to use as 
they provide boxes of food to 150 
families each week. Flowers in my 
yard have proved to be a blessing 
to shut in neighbors. The sound of 

birds on our lanai has filled me with 
a sense of God's peace in my life. 
Books not read are now being read in 
a time of leisure. I have found that a 
slower pace of live has brought me 
closer to Christ and others who serve 
Him. I know VPC will reopen in God's 
time with the spiritual guidance of 
the church's leaders.

God's blessing on each of you.

I had to think about this statement for a while. As I reflect on this time vs. other 
times in my life; there are no differences. Like you, I’ve had disappointment, 
sadness, and blessings in my life. I’ve always been an optimistic, yet realistic 
person. This pandemic and political climate is very challenging. I have a church 
family, a loving family, and a friendship family. Together we pray, cry, sigh, and 
rejoice. My son went to Detroit, Michi-
gan to the convention center Hospital 
to work with COVID 19 patients, I was 
worried, stressed , and scared! The 
“families “ were very supporting and 
compassionate! This is absolutely the 
best example of love and kindness 
to me. If everyone would reach out to 
one; this would be great.
Hopefully soon, phase 4 will see us 
together, in the meantime, the Pas-
tors’ , the prayers, and compassion 
coming from The Venice Presbyterian 
Church, will be with you.
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There are so many ways we have been blessed.  First the people:  
those who called on me in re-hab, my husband's devotion daily and the jobs 
he performs for me now that I'm home, even though he was furloughed (but 
was that part of a Plan-to be there for me?)
Grateful that we have a home.
Our ability to  shop for and share our extra stuff with others, paper goods, 
soap and all. Caring for neighbors' plants while they work their way uneasily 
back north.  Getting an Alexa Echo for Mother's Day from my son in North 
Carolina so I can meet with and talk with my step-great grand-children. Being 
grateful that my granddaughter in Massachusetts can work in a doctor's 
office until she will be able to teach. That her dad is being allowed to work 
from home next week after his furlough of two months. That my sister's fam-
ily is managing all right and her husband is still fighting his cancer valiantly 
with new treatments. That some of her grandchildren are able to get jobs.
Neighbors who can't stop cooking and bring extras to  us.
Receiving old snapshots of childhood from relatives that they found while 
cleaning things out.
Having our garden share wonderful things for us  in the  kinds of birds that 
we don't always have, an osprey nest in a neighbor's tree, hummingbirds and 
many others besides, the butterfly population that grows, the many plants 
and flowers that show us God's beauty.
But one thing that stands out for me is that the internet is alive with Email.  
People all over the country I don't write to often, though they are good friends 
and relatives, are in touch, sending funny jokes and pictures so we can all 
have a laugh.  Comparing our inabilities to see our doctors or go out to eat or 
whatever. No one is in really bad humor about it all. It is a wait it out, this too 
shall pass kind of thing.
Happy to have churches on-line.
We are grateful for having our Faith, being American, being in the  World of 
Humanity, willing to help or pray for whoever, whatever, and wherever we can. 

That is a Gift. Thanks.
Lighting up our tree for everyone.

During this time, we would also like to remind you of our 2020 Bible verse 
that was selected by Pastor Chris at the beginning of the year. 
Philippians 4:4-7
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Day 1, BEGINNING TEN DAYS OF PRAYER
SCRIPTURE 
Acts 1:12-14 
OBSERVE 
Forty after the Resurrection, Jesus 
ascended into heaven. Prior to his 
ascension, Jesus told the disciples 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the Holy Spirit: “In a few days, you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
1:5). 
For the next ten days, the disciples 
“joined together constantly in prayer, 
along with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and Jesus’ brothers” 
(Acts 1:14). The women probably 
included those who went to the tomb 
on Easter and other women who had 
followed Jesus. The Bible indicates 
that Jesus had brothers (Matthew 
12:46, Mark 3:31, Luke 8:19). All these 
followers of Jesus waited, as their 
Master had told them, for something 
more wonderful than they could 
imagine. And as they waited, they 
devoted themselves to prayer. 
APPLY 
Jesus promised the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible teaches that all 
who are in Christ have the Holy Spirit, 
and that we are to be filled again 
and again with the Holy Spirit in our 
daily lives (Ephesians 5:18). The Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the Day of 
Pentecost. And at times throughout 
history, God has graciously given 
fresh outpourings of the Spirit – often 
known as times of revival or “great 
awakenings.” A common theme of 

these great revivals is that they are 
often born in prayer – as God’s people 
devote themselves to praying, seeking 
God, and asking the Lord to send a 
fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Could this be another time when 
God is preparing to send revival and 
spiritual awakening to His people? 
What do you imagine a time of awak-
ening to look like? What might it look 
like in our church – and in the world? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 
• Pray for your own need of more of 

the Holy Spirit in your life. 
For VPC
• AUDIO-VISUAL TECHNOLOGY: Give 

thanks for the technology that has 
allowed us to remain connected 
during this pandemic. Pray for the 
continued use of technology – that 
nothing would keep people from 
hearing the Gospel and being able to 
worship with others in the Body of 
Christ during this time of separation. 
Pray for the AV system and the 
whole team of staff and volunteers 
who offer their talents so that our 
ministry can continue and expand 
over the internet – that we might 
proclaim the Good News beyond our 
congregation to people all over the 
world! 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh 

on the Church in Africa 

Ten Days of Prayer
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Day 2, THIRST 
SCRIPTURE 
John 7:37-39 
OBSERVE 
Jesus is teaching at the Feast of Tabernacles – the final feast in the Jewish 
calendar year. The Feast of Tabernacles recalls the time when God dwelt 
among the Israelites during the Exodus: God’s holy presence filling the 
wilderness Tabernacle. The Feast also looked forward to the day when God’s 
presence would again “tabernacle” with His people. 
Jesus proclaims that the day is coming – when the Holy Spirit of God will not 
only dwell with God’s people, but will dwell within God’s people. 
And our Lord indicates that a pre-condition for being filled with the Holy Spirit is 
to be thirsty: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.” (Luke 7:37) 
APPLY
What’s my level of spiritual thirst these days? Beyond wanting to be able to go 
to church again, and to resume some semblance of “normal” life, how much am 
I thirsting for the “streams of living water flowing within” that Jesus promises? 
What might it look like when a church is really thirsting for these streams of 
living water? What might it look like when people are really filled with these 
streams of living water? What might it look like for me to be filled these streams 
of living water? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray for God to fill you with more thirst for the Holy Spirit – with a longing 
to be filled the streams of living water. 

For VPC
• THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD: Pray for the preaching ministry of 

VPC, that all who prepare and speak messages will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit as they earnestly study God’s Word and rely on God’s strength. Pray 
that every message glorifies God, exalts Jesus, and carries the power of the 
Spirit. Pray that listeners would have their hearts tuned to what God would 
have them hear, and that the preaching of VPC would always be faithful to 
the Scriptures and draw people closer to Christ. 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on the church in Asia. 
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Day 3, EXPECTANCY 
SCRIPTURE 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
OBSERVE 
Paul prays for the church at Ephesus. What details do you notice about Paul’s 
prayer? Notice especially the final note of incredible expectation (verse 20): 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is work within us ...” 
Wow! What a powerful expression of expectation! What an affirmation of God’s 
power! 
APPLY
How might God be calling me to have a greater sense of expectancy in my life? 
How can I be praying for our church with greater expectancy – instead of just 
feeling like “things never change”? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray for that we would grow in our expectancy for the Lord to move in our 
lives. 

• Give thanks for what we have seen God do in the past 
For VPC

• FAMILY MINISTRIES: Pray for the Kingdom impact that VPC can have with 
children, youth, and their families. Pray that God would continue to awaken 
spiritual hunger and thirst in the families in our community. Pray that 
God would continue strengthening and encouraging all who serve in our 
ministries with the next generations. 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on churches in Australia and the South 

Pacific.
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Day 4, REPENTANCE 
SCRIPTURE 
Acts 2:36-41 
OBSERVE 
This passage is the conclusion of 
Peter’s epic sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:14-41). Sometimes 
we flinch about the whole subject of 
“repentance,” because we don’t like 
to remind ourselves or others that we 
disregard God’s Word, disobey God’s 
will, and need a change of direction in 
our lives. Repentance means changing 
our direction – turning away from the 
paths that only lead to emptiness, and 
turning towards life in the Spirit. 
A common characteristic of the great 
spiritual awakenings and revivals in 
history is the widespread awareness 
by people of their need for repentance. 
This longing for repentance began in 
churches – as Christians acknowl-
edged the many ways they were not 
living fully for Christ. 
APPLY
Where are the areas of my life where 
I need to recognize my own personal 
need for repentance? In what ways am 
I continuing to go in directions that 
lead to emptiness?

PRAY 
For Yourself 
• Pray for personal areas of your life 

which need to be brought to the 
Lord in confession 

• Pray that God would reveal areas 
which need to be confessed 

• Pray that you will rejoice in God’s 
mercy and forgiveness, and open 
yourself to new directions and 
dimensions of life in the Holy Spirit. 

For VPC
• WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRIES: 

Pray that people’s hearts would be 
refreshed and inspired to deeper 
praise of God through the Sunday 
worship livestream and Jamal’s new 
“Music and the Word” broadcasts. 
As we wait for the return to 
in-person worship, pray that God 
would make a way for worshippers 
to express their heart-felt praise 
to God; and that every person and 
every generation would come to 
worship God in Spirit and in truth. 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh 

on churches in Australia and the 
South Pacific. 
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Day 5, SURRENDER 
SCRIPTURE 
Matthew 16:24-25 
OBSERVE 
These words of Jesus are probably words we’ve heard many times before ... 
maybe so often, that the force of what Jesus saying has become blunted. 
Jesus invites his followers to take up a cross. Jesus is, of course, pointing to 
his own cross. But he’s also employing the idea of crucifixion to emphasize the 
painfulness of surrendering things for a greater glory. 
APPLY
What are things, habits, and attitudes in my life that get in the way of my 
transformation in Christ? 
It’s OK to acknowledge the painfulness of letting go of these barriers to 
abundant life. Many of these things have helped us cope with pain and disap-
pointment. Sometimes the hardest part of the Christian life is not letting go of 
bad things for the sake of better things; it’s letting go of good things in order to 
receive God’s BEST. 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray that God will show you what things are getting in the way of abundant 
life in Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

• Pray for the courage, strength, and resolve to surrender the things that 
hinder fullness of life in God. 

For VPC
• FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP: Pray with thanksgiving to God for His faith-

fulness in providing ample financial resources for VPC’s operating needs 
and our mission partners during this season of COVID-19. Pray that every 
person in VPC would live with wonder and gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice on 
the cross, and that the awareness of God’s mercy would inspire us to live 
with open hands that give instead of clenched fists that horde. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to fill every member of our congregation with the spiritual fruit of 
generosity – that God will be glorified in ways yet to be imagined! 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on churches in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 
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Day 6, ASK 
SCRIPTURE 
Luke 11:9-13 
OBSERVE 
Jesus offers this teaching about asking and seeking in the context of a larger 
lesson about prayer (Luke 11:1-13). Jesus stresses that our Heavenly Father 
is eager to give us good gifts when we ask in faith – specifically, God will 
give us more of the Holy Spirit when we ask him (Luke 11:12). Building on 
Jesus’ teaching, the New Testament epistle of James instructs: “You have not, 
because you ask not” (James 4:2). 
APPLY
What is my experience of asking for things (from parents, relatives, friends, 
teachers, employers)? How might my personal experiences of asking and 
receiving (or not receiving) be impacting my approach to prayer? 
How much do I ask God for more of the Holy Spirit in my life? Do I really believe 
that if I ask, God will give me the Holy Spirit? Am I willing and eager to ask, to 
seek, to knock? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you, and to move in your life. 
• Ask for more of the specific fruit that the Spirit produces (Galatians 

5:22-23): more love, more joy, more peace, more patience, more kindness, 
more generosity (goodness), more faithfulness, more gentleness, more 
self- control. 

For VPC
• PRAYER: Pray for God to fill the people of VPC with a greater hunger for 

prayer and a more passionate desire to pray. 
For the Global Church 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on the church in the Middle East. As 
we pray for this region of the world, pray for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalm 
122:6).
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Day 7, HOPE 
SCRIPTURE 
Romans 15:13 
OBSERVE
What a blessing for us and for our world in this time of 
the coronavirus: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” 
Paul offers this benediction as he’s concluding his letter to the Romans. It’s an 
epistle filled with Gospel hope. In the verse immediately preceding, Paul quotes 
Isaiah 11:10 to announce how the Good News is expanding beyond Judaism 
to include all the peoples on earth: Jesus (from the Root of Jesse) “will arise to 
rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.” 
APPLY
How might God be working in this pandemic to bring Gospel hope to people all 
over the world? Specifically, how might we (the church) best demonstrate our 
hope in the midst of this worldwide crisis – and in our everyday interactions in 
our homes and among people with whom we’re in contact? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray this verse (Romans 15:13), making it personal for you: “God of hope, 
fill me with all joy and peace as I trust in you! Make me overflow with hope 
by the power of your Holy Spirit!” 

For VPC
• CARING MINISTRIES: Pray for all those giving care to those who are 

hurting – pastors, Stephen Ministers, Shepherds, small group leaders, and 
members who are reaching out in compassion to one another. Pray that 
God will fill them with inextinguishable hope as they trust in the God of 
hope. Pray that VPC will overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

For the Global Church 
• ▪ Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on the church in North America. 



Venice Presbyterian Church // 825 The Rialto // Venice // 34285 // 941-488-2258 25

Day 8, OBEDIENCE 
SCRIPTURE 
John 14:15-27 
OBSERVE 
Jesus offers this teaching about obedience in the 
context of his “Farewell Discourse” that John remem-
bered from the Last Supper (Luke 13-17). This particular 
section (14:15-27) begins with the straightforward statement: “If you love me, 
you will obey what I command.” Jesus reinforces the importance of obedience 
throughout this passage, reminding the disciples (and us) that his words are 
not merely human teaching, but divine instruction from heaven. Jesus indicates 
that the Holy Spirit will enable us to live in obedience to Christ by reminding us 
of what Jesus said (John 14:26) and by guiding us into all truth (John 16:13). 
We need the Holy Spirit to lead us in the way of obedience that brings life. 
APPLY
Evan Roberts, a prominent preacher during the Welsh Revival (1904-05), said 
that one sign of spiritual awakening is people recognizing their need to obey 
the Holy Spirit. When we are earnestly seeking to walk in step with the Holy 
Spirit, we cherish the Word of God – because the Holy Spirit guides us into all 
truth. 
Much or modern and post-modern culture suggests that morality can vary 
from person to person, and that many principles of Scripture no longer apply in 
today’s world. What might be some ways that I wrestle with obedience to Christ 
and the Scriptures – preferring instead to be guided by popular opinion or my 
own sense of right/wrong? 
PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray that your will would be in tune with the Holy Spirit’s, so that you will 
walk easily in obedience to God’s Word day-by-day. 

For VPC
• LEADERSHIP: Pray for the leadership of VPC – the Session, the Board of 

Trustees, the Staff, all leaders of ministries and committees. If you don’t 
know all their names, simply pray for as many leaders as you can remem-
ber. As today we are praying for more obedience, pray specifically that the 
leadership of VPC will always remain obedient to Christ and to the truth of 
Scripture. 

For the Global Church 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on the church in South America. 
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Day 9, WITNESS 
SCRIPTURE 
Acts 1:8 

OBSERVE 
These are the last words of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry that are recorded by Luke. Jesus 
proclaims that the disciples will receive 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and that they 
will be His witnesses. Jesus also lays 
out the far-reaching power of the Gospel, 
which will begin in Jerusalem, the go into 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. 

The word translated as “witnesses” comes 
from the Greek word marturas – from 
which we derive the word “martyr.” We 
might feel OK about becoming a witness 
for Jesus – but a martyr? 

Witnessing is high-stakes service for the 
Kingdom of God. Witnessing means not 
only speaking about Christ – but demon-
strating with our whole life that we belong 
to Christ. Witnesses for our Lord Jesus 
Christ are empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
and filled with boldness and courage to 
share the life- changing Good News of the 
Gospel. With such power at work within us, 
why should we be hesitant or afraid? 

APPLY
All of us who follow Jesus are His 
witnesses. Yes, some people have a 
particular gifting for evangelism. But every 
Christ-follower is called to be a witness – 
to share the Gospel hope that is within us 
(1 Peter 3:15). With whom have I shared 
my hope in Jesus? Whose life has been 
blessed to know Jesus in a more genuine, 
personal way through me? Consider these 
questions – not for the sake of boasting 
... nor to feel guilty if it’s hard for you to 
answer these questions. 

As you reflect on Acts 1:8, don’t lose sight 
of the fact that we are called to witness 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, and that 

– in the Spirit’s 
power, and 
trusting that the 
Spirit is already 
at work ahead 
of us – Jesus 
promises that we will be his witnesses. We 
won’t be embarrassed, or intimidated, or 
fearful. God will bless the ways we witness 
through the power of the Holy Spirit! 

PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal specific 
people for whom you can be a witness. 

• Pray for the continuing empowerment of 
the Holy Spirit to guide you as you share 
the hope of Jesus. 

For VPC

• MISSIONS: Pray for the mission partners 
of VPC who are witnesses of Jesus 
Christ in our community and around 
the world. If you do not remember all of 
VPC’s specific mission partners, pray for 
as many as you can recall. (Our mission 
partners are listed on the VPC website, 
if you feel called to seek out this 
information so you can continue praying 
for them.) Pray that missionaries and 
mission partners would receive fresh 
power and encouragement from God, 
and their Kingdom impact would grow 
for God’s glory. 

For the Global Church 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to sustain 
and fall afresh on Christians who are 
persecuted across the globe.
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Day 10, COME, HOLY SPIRIT! 
SCRIPTURE 
Acts 2:1-41 

OBSERVE 
Jews from many nations were gathered in 
Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost – an 
annual celebration marking the spring 
harvest, thanking God for providing the 
food that is needed for life. The city of 
Jerusalem was packed with pilgrims 
attending the Feast. The disciples had 
been praying for the past ten days, waiting 
in the city as Jesus had instructed (Acts 
1:4). 

When the Holy Spirit came as Jesus had 
promised, people began miraculously 
speaking (and being understood) in 
different languages. When the Spirit falls 
afresh, amazing things can happen! 

Peter teaches from the Scriptures that 
what is happening had been prophesied 
by Joel. And the point of this dramatic 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit – indicates 
Peter – is to draw people’s attention to 
Jesus as the Savior of the world. 

APPLY
You may want to re-read this passage 
of Scripture – reading it slowly ... vividly 
imagining the awe of Pentecost ... imagin-
ing the sound of different languages, and 
the wonder and delight of people hearing 
their own native tongues being spoken 
... imagining the preaching of Peter, now 
transformed from an impetuous fisherman 
into a mighty witness ... imagining 
3000 people baptized in one day! As 
you conclude these ten days of praying, 
consider beginning a new commitment 
to pray. Continue praying for more of the 
Holy Spirit in your life, in our church, and 
in the church around the world. Consider 
how you might continue praying with 
enthusiasm for revival – never forgetting 
that revival begins with God’s work in each 
of us.

PRAY 
For Yourself 

• Pray for a fresh 
outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit 
into your life. You may want to sing: 
“Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on 
me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on 
me!” 

For VPC 

• CONNECTION GROUPS – Pray that 
every member of VPC would find 
connection with other believers in the 
church family – and that, particularly 
during this time of social isolation, 
individuals would remain as connected 
as possible. Pray that a sense of 
connection would even deepen among 
our church family – even while we are 
physically apart. Pray that all connection 
groups would experience the “streams 
of living water” of the Holy Spirit as 
they gather together. Pray that our life 
together would more and more reflect 
the Spirit-filled fellowship of the early 
church (Acts 2:42-47). 

For the Global Church 

• Pray for the church across the globe – 
beginning with God’s churches in the 
Venice community. We’ve experienced 
a pandemic that’s affected nations all 
around the world. Pray that God will 
revive the church all over the world, 
sending a pan- awakening that will draw 
people of every nation, tribe, people and 
language to our Lord Jesus Christ!
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